ELE - ELA - ALA

How to pronounce Finnish words
with E [e] and A [a]?
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Finnish words with the sounds [e] and [a2]

e Se — sa
e tee — taa
* tiede — tieda

e veri — vari
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[e] and [ae] - different sounds,
different meanings

The phonemes distinguish meanings, so the

pronunciation of a vowel can change the meaning of

a word:

veri [verl] (blood)

vari [veaeri] (colour)

me [me] (we)

« ma [ma] )
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How to pronounce [e]and [a]?
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E A
« Tongue is in front position. « Tongue is in front position.
* Tongue is in mid-high position.  Tongue is in low position.

* Lips are wide. * Lips are semi-wide.



Shortandlong[e] and[a]

All Finnish vowels can be either short or long

Vowel Example
E '
le] kuusen [kuusen] (spruce's)
EE kuuseen [kuuseen]
[ee] (to a spruce)
A talla [teellae] (with this)
[ee]
AA g
[eae] taalla [teeeellee] (here)
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Harjoitellaan! - Kuuntele ja toista.
Let's practice! - Listen and repeat.1/3

@ @ tee [tee] tea taa [taea] this
vene [vene] boat marka [maerkae] wet
: ' terve [terve] healthy vaara [veearae] wrong

: ‘ : b Minne te menette? Al4 jata mua!

= & Where are you going? Don’t leave me!
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Harjoitellaan! - Kuuntele ja toista.
Let's practice! - Listen and repeat. 2/3

S

kavelld [kaevellae] to walk G [ael] yew see

selka [selkae] back

elama [elaema] life

. ; hedelmi [hedelmae] fruit elakelainen [elaekelaeinen]
j ‘ _, b M4 jazan eliikkeelle. pensioner
€ & | will get retired. Kierratetaan!
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Let’s recycle!
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Harjoitellaan! - Kuuntele ja toista.
Let's practice! - Listen and repeat. 3/3

Makelan perheella on nelja
Niahdaanks me tanaan?

venetta.
Shall we meet today?

The Mdakeld family has four boats.
Hirvea saa!
Han on Venijalta.
Horrible weather!
She is from Russia.
Ma meen tanaan sinne.

. Ma pelaan tennista.
| am going there today.

I play tennis.
Enta sa?
Ma pelkaan pimeaa.
What about you?
I am afraid of dark.
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AlA hitiile!
Don’t worry!
Mennaanks teille kavellen?

Shall we go to your place on

foot?
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